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commissioner to investigate the facts of the revolt.
While the report of Commissioner Blount did
not, indeed, convict Stevens of conspiring to bring
about the uprising, it left the impression that the
revolt would not have taken place and certainly
could not have succeeded except for the presence
of the United States marines and the support of
the United States Minister. Cleveland recalled
Stevens and the marines, and requested the pro-
visional government to restore the Queen. This
Sanford Ballard Dole, the President of the new
republic, refused to do, on the contention that
President Cleveland had no right to interfere in
the domestic affairs of Hawaii. On the legality or
propriety of Stevens's conduct, opinion in Congress
was divided; but with regard to Dole's contention,
both the Senate and the House were agreed that the
islands should maintain their own domestic govern-
ment without interference from the United States.
Thus left to themselves, the Americans in Hawaii
bided their time until public opinion in the United
States should prove more favorable to annexation.